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Brussels, 14 November 2016

Attention to :
The President of the EPO Administrative Council

Dear Mr Kongstad,

Union Syndicale Fédérale (USF) is again deeply shocked hearing about the latest, disproportionate dis-
missal of a trade union official at the European Patent Office (EPO) in November 2016.

USF already brought to your attention that the dismissals and other harsh measures against three trade
union representatives at the EPO in January 2016 were entirely unacceptable under the reported circum-
stances.

As we are still waiting for an adequate response from the side of the Administrative Council of the EPO
and the Member States of the EPO to the January 2016 incidents, a new dismissal at the EPO is again
broadly reported upon in the media.

So far, the only possible conclusion is that the Administrative Council of the EPO, the Member States of
the EPO and the European Union bodies seem to be approving this policy unworthy of democratic states
in the 21* Century. The reputation of the EPO and the European international public service as a whole
are being seriously stained, but the Member States do not appear to be worried.

The concerned trade union representatives, the staff of the EPO and the public as a whole urgently need
the reassurance that the recent staff policy at the EPO is not in line with the labour and rule of law stand-
ards upheld in Europe and advocated outside Europe by the Member States and the European Union.

Union Syndicale Service Public Européen — Bruxelles (BE) = Union Syndicale Recherche — Ispra (IT) = Union Syndicale Recherche — Karl-
sruhe (DE) = Union Syndicale Recherche — Petten (NL) = European Public Service Union Fusion — Bruxelles (BE) = Union Syndicale Office
Européen des Brevets — Berlin (DE) / Den Haag (NL) = Syndicat des Agents du Conseil de I'Europe — Strasbourg (FR) = Union Syndicale Eu-
rocontrol France — Brétigny (FR) = Union Syndicale Ecole Européenne — Bergen (NL) = Union Syndicale Centre Européen pour le Développe-
ment de la Formation Professionnelle — Thessaloniki (EL) = Union Syndicale European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working
Conditions — Dublin (IE) = Union Syndicale European Training Foundation — Torino (IT) = Union Syndicale Institut Universitaire Européen —
Firenze (IT) = Union Syndicale Centre de Développement de I'Entreprise — Bruxelles (BE) = Union Syndicale European Agency for Safety &
Health at Work — Bilbao (ES) = International and Public Services Organisation — Frankfurt (DE) = Union Syndicale Fédérale - Luxembourg
(LU) = European Public Service Union — Cour de Justice — Luxembourg {LU) = Gewerkschaft des Deutsch-Franzésischen Jugendwerks —
Paris (FR) / Berlin (DE) = Union Syndicale Eurojust — Den Haag (NL) = Union Syndicale Parlement Européen — Bruxelles (BE) / Luxem-
bourg (LU)



Once more, USF urgently calls upon the EPO Administrative Council and all institutional actors at Eu-
ropean level to achieve the suspension of the decisions taken against trade union representatives at the
EPO.

Yours sincerely,

Bernd LOESCHER
USF President

Cc: Ms Bienkowska, Commissioner (Internal Market)
Cc: Mr Frans Timmermans, Commissioner (Justice)
Cc: Mr Thomas Héndel, MEP (social affairs)

Cc: Ms Jongerius, MEP (social affairs)

Cc: Mr. Goudriaan, Secretary General, EPSU

Cc: SUEPO, the Staff Union of the EPO

Cc: EPO President, Mr B. Battistelli
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